
Reading for College Success  
Pre-Requisites: This course is designed for 11th and 12th graders needing to pass college entrance exams and whose college placement scores are below the established cut score 

indicating that they are not “college-ready” in Reading . 

Credits: 0.5 (per segment) 

Estimated Completion Time: 1 segment / 16-18 weeks 

Earliest Start Date: March 2014 

 

Description 

How will reading affect a student’s future? How does reading shape the world around us? This course helps students answer these questions and 
prepare for college and career success. 

Reading is a vital skill in the information age, when we are bombarded with a constant stream of information. Being able to determine and 
comprehend the main ideas in this constant flow is imperative to success both in the academic world and in the world of work. Learning to discern 
fact from opinion and bias from objectivity will empower students to make better life and work decisions, while effective note taking and 
summarizing skills help students achieve their goals in higher education and in the career of their choosing. 

 

Major Topics and Concepts 

Discerning the Main Idea 

Identifying Clues Within Texts 

Effective Summarization 

Note Taking Applications 

Choosing Your Note Taking Style 

Free Choice Reading 

Web 2.0 Skills 

Recognizing Organizational Patterns 

Decoding Signal Words 

Understanding Cause and Effect 

Compare and Contrast 

Styles of Analysis 

Implications of Tone 

Recognizing Bias and Opinion 

Persuasive Language Tools 

Making an Inference 

Predictions, Questioning and Context 

Connotations and Allusions 

Hidden Hints in Writing 

Preparing for College Entrance Tests 

 

Required Materials 

  

 

Course Objectives 

  

 

Grading Policy 

Besides engaging students in challenging curriculum, the course guides students to reflect on their learning and evaluate their progress through a 
variety of assessments. Assessments can be in the form of practice lessons, multiple choice questions, writing assignments, projects, research 
papers, oral assessments, and discussions. The course will use the state-approved grading scale and each course contains a unique end of course 
assessment. This assessment counts for 20% of the student’s overall grade and must be passed with a score of 60% or higher. 



 

Communication Policy 

To achieve success, students are expected to submit work in each course weekly. Students can learn at their own pace; however, “any pace” still 
means that students must make progress in the course every week. To measure learning, students complete self-checks, practice lessons, multiple 
choice questions, projects, discussion-based assessments, and discussions. Students are expected to maintain regular contact with teachers; the 
minimum requirement is monthly. When teachers, students, and parents work together, students are successful. 


