
M/J Guitar 1 
Pre-Requisites: This course is recommended for students in 6th , 7th and 8th grade.  

Credits: 0.5 (per segment) 

Estimated Completion Time: 2 Segments/ 32–36 weeks 

Earliest Start Date: March 2014 

 

Description 

Never played guitar? Want to know how to play guitar? Do you love music? If you never touched a guitar, been playing guitar forever, or want to be 
a rock star this course is a great place to start your music education or continue building your skills. No prior music experience is needed. Learn the 
fundamentals of music and the basic skills necessary to play a wide variety of music styles including simple and full-strum chords, strumming 
patterns, playing/singing simple melodies, parts of the guitar, and ensemble skills, and explore the careers of significant musicians in varied genres. 
Student guides, Carlos and Summer, guide students through each step of this journey toward becoming skilled guitarists and musicians. 

All you need to get started is a playable six-string guitar and a device that is capable of recording a video, including audio, to submit work to the 
teacher. 

 

 

Major Topics and Concepts 

 Segment One 

· Three basic types of guitars and their parts 

· How to care for your guitar 

· Universal three basic positions of holding the guitar 

· Identify strings by number and letter name 

· Tune your guitar 

· Techniques of basic strumming and plucking 

· Read and interpret guitar tablature and fretboard diagrams 

· Improvisation 

· Intellectual property 

· Chord progressions 

· Symbols within music notation 

· Recognize rhythm values through listening 

· Transfer a melody from standard music notation to tablature 

Segment Two 

· Rest values 

· Standard music notation 

· Read and play melodies using standard music notation 

· Melody and harmony 

· Play with other musicians 

· Strategies for listening and learning new works 

· Tuning, tempo, balance 

Compose your individual song 

 

Required Materials 

 No prior music experience is necessary, but you must have your own six-string guitar and a way to record and submit a video performance to your 
instructor. 

 

Course Objectives 

  

 

 



Grading Policy 

Besides engaging students in challenging curriculum, the course guides students to reflect on their learning and evaluate their progress through a 
variety of assessments. Assessments can be in the form of practice lessons, multiple-choice questions, writing assignments, projects, research 
papers, oral assessments, and discussions. The course will use the state-approved grading scale, and each course contains a unique end-of-
course assessment. This assessment counts for 20% of the student’s overall grade and must be passed with a score of 60% or higher. 

 

Communication Policy 

To achieve success, students are expected to submit work in each course weekly. Students can learn at their own pace; however, "any pace" still 
means that students must make progress in the course every week. To measure learning, students complete self-checks, practice lessons, 
multiple-choice questions, projects, discussion-based assessments, and discussions. Students are expected to maintain regular contact with 
teachers; the minimum requirement is monthly. When teachers, students, and parents work together, students are successful. 

 


